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True science that is. Merriam-Webster 
defines “science” as: “The state of 
know ing: knowledge as distinguished 
from ignorance or misunderstand-

 ing.… knowledge or a system of
 knowledge covering general truths 
or the operation of general laws especially 
as obtained and tested through scientific 
method.”

Christianity endures as the one great 
witness to truth over error. It stands FOR 
all that is true, and AGAINST all that is un-
true. The “God that cannot lie” (Titus 1:2) 
stands in opposition to the devil, who “is a 
liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44).

The God of Truth Is All-Knowing

In fact, one of the attributes of God is 
His omniSCIENCE (emphasis ours). It is 
defined by Merriam-Webster as: “possessed 
of universal or complete knowledge; the 
omniscient God.” Johannes Kepler, a Lu-
theran astronomer and mathematician, was 
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   RIGHT
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Children presenting gifts to some of the leaders of the International Council 
of Christian Churches who were in attendance at the recent Congress of the

Confederation of Evangelical Fundamental Churches of Peru.

by brad K. Gsell

The following is revised from the address delivered by Mr. Gsell at the 
conclusion of the 28th Congress of The Confederation of Evangelical Funda-
mental Churches of Peru (CIEF-Peru), February 9, 2018, at the Jorge Basadre 
Grohmann National University in Tacna, Peru.

et us turn in our Bibles to Hebrews 11:8-16, 36-40, and 12:1-3. In verse 
13, it says that the descendants of Abraham “confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” They were not complaining of this 

fact, or seeking pity, because they were not desiring to return to the wicked 
ways of the world, from whence they had come.

L



M
artin Luther’s 95 
Theses began a chain 
of providential events 
that brought the most 
powerful, ecclesias-

tical conglomerate in history before 
the bar of God’s Word. This judg-
ment was a prelude to the final judg-
ment upon “the woman drunken 
with the blood of the saints” (Reve-
lation 17:5). Luther proclaimed the 
truths of the sacred Scriptures in the 
face of Rome’s false teachings and 
ignited the fires of a Reformation 
that continues to this day. Pope Leo 
X and many other churchmen sensed 
the danger. One year after Luther 
posted his 95 Theses, the pope deter-
mined to silence the Reformer by 
means of his representative, Cardinal 
Cajetan. The pope’s legate traveled 
to Augsburg, Germany, with instruc-
tions to either receive a re cantation 
from Luther or to transport him to 

Rome. The Cardinal failed to satisfy 
Luther’s reasonable request to have 
his errors proven wrong. The monk 
could not recant in good conscience. 
After four days of waiting and sens-
ing imminent danger, the Reformer 
left the city in the early morning 
hours and returned safely to Witten-
berg.

Luther believed Rome’s anathe-
ma would come quickly. He even 
prepared to leave Wittenberg and 
journey to France, but events kept 
him within the walls of the city. Due 
to political expediency, the pope felt 
compelled to placate the Elector 
Frederick of Saxony. He believed 
that the powerful ruler was more 
loyal to Luther than he actually was. 
The pope’s anathema in the form of 
a papal bull failed to mention the 
name either of Luther or the Elector, 
but contained a statement of Rome’s 
position on the doctrine of Indul-

gences. The intended target was Lu-
ther, but the Reformer had preempt-
ed the pope’s wrath by making an 
appeal in Wittenberg’s chapel of 
Corpus Christi to remove himself 
from the pope’s court and place him-
self under the jurisdiction of a gen-
eral council. Church historian, J.H. 
Merle d’Aubigne wrote: “Here we see 
the Reformation launched on a new 
career. It is no longer made dependent 
on the pope and on his resolutions, 
but on a general council. Luther ad-
dresses the whole Church, and the 
voice that proceeds from the chapel 
of Corpus Christi must be heard 
throughout all the Lord’s fold.”1

A second legate, Charles Miltitz, 
appeared in Germany on behalf of 
the papacy, but also failed in his ob-
jective to attain a recantation from 
the monk. However, he succeeded in 
convincing Luther to enter a truce in 
which he promised to maintain si-
lence as long as his adversaries main-
tained silence. The truce of silence 
almost caused the Reformation to 
languish. But, in God’s good provi-
dence, a new champion for Rome 
arose, Dr. John Eck, who was deter-
mined to vanquish Luther. Archdea-
con Carlstadt, a defender of Luther, 
had engaged Eck in communications 
that resulted in the organizing of a 
public debate in Leipsic, Germany, 
under the auspices of Duke George 
of Saxony and other dignitaries. Eck 
sought to lure Luther into the quar-
rel by publishing 13 Theses against 

the Reformer. The last proposition 
was most significant as it introduced 
a new topic — the primacy of the 
pope. The truce of silence was bro-
ken and Luther sought Duke George’s 
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Luther proclaimed the 
truths of the sacred 

Scriptures in the face of 
Rome’s false teachings 

and ignited the fires of a 
Reformation that 

continues to this day.



permission to enter the conflict. The 
Duke, because he feared an upheav-
al, rejected Luther’s request, but al-
lowed him to attend as an observer.

The Leipsic debate began on June 
27, 1519, and lasted 16 days. Church 
historian J.A. Wylie explained its im-
portance: “The questions discussed 
were of the very last importance: they 
were those that lie at the foundations 
of the two theologies, and that consti-
tute an essential and eternal differ-
ence between the Roman and Protes-
tant Churches, in their basis, their 
character, and their tendencies. The 
discussion was also of the last impor-
tance practically. It enabled the Re-
formers to see deeper than they had 
hitherto done into fundamentals.”2

The first question of the debate 
concerned Adam’s fall, the corrup-
tion of human nature, the extent of 
grace, and the ability of man’s fallen 
will. Wylie summarized the differ-
ences: “The combatants at the one 
end of the hall fight for salvation by 
grace — grace to the entire exclusion 
of human right: salvation of God. 
The combatants at the other end 
fight for salvation by works, a salva-
tion beginning in man’s own efforts 
and good works, and these efforts 
and good works running along the 
whole line of operation; and though 
they attract to them supernatural 
grace, and make it their yoke-fellow 
as it were, yet themselves substan-
tially and meritoriously do the work. 
This is salvation of man.”3

In God’s providence, it became 
evident to both sides that Luther 
must be heard. Duke George yielded 
to their combined request and the 
Reformer arose to stand before his 
adversary. The subject now under 
discussion was the pope’s primacy. 
Eck found refuge in Rome’s favorite 
Scripture, Matthew 16:18: “And I 
say also unto thee, That thou art Pe-
ter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church....” Wylie detailed the 
monk’s response: “Luther replied, as 
Protestants at this day reply, that it is 
an unnatural interpretation of the 

words to make Peter the rock; that 
their natural and obvious sense is, 
that the truth Peter had just con-
fessed — in other words Christ him-
self — is the rock; that Augustine 
and Ambrose had so interpreted the 
passage, and that therewith agree the 
express declarations of Scripture — 
‘Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ’;4 and that Peter himself terms 
Christ ‘the chief corner-stone, and a 
living stone on which we are built up 
a spiritual house.’”5,6

Luther appealed to the Scrip-
tures and to early Church history to 
establish that the doctrine of the pri-
macy of the pope was totally absent. 
There is no Scriptural warrant for 
papal primacy. Eck saw his trophy 
slipping away and resorted to a ploy 
of tarnishing the credibility of his 
opponent. He accused Luther of be-
ing a follower of Wycliffe and Hus. 

By this means, he unknowingly sev-
ered the Reformer’s final ties to the 
papacy. Although stunned, Luther 
courageously stated: “But among the 
articles of John Huss condemned by 
the Council of Constance, some are 
plainly most Christian and evangeli-
cal, which the universal Church can-
not condemn.”7 By this statement, 
Luther placed the Scriptures above 
the decisions of councils. This appeal 
to God’s Word as the final authority 
over the pope and over the councils 
of the Church set the Reformer free 
and ushered in the Reformation.

Wylie summarized the glorious 
results of the humble monk’s alle-
giance to God’s Word: “Luther re-
turned from Leipsic a freer, a nobler, 
and a more courageous man. The fet-
ters of Papalism had been rent. He 
stood erect in the liberty wherewith 
the Gospel makes all who receive and 
follow it free. He no longer bowed to 
Councils; he no longer did reverence 
to the ‘chair’ set up at Rome, and to 
which the ages had listened, believing 
the voice that proceeded from it to be 
the voice of God. Luther now ac-
knowledged no infallible guide on 
earth save the Bible. From this day 
forward there was a greater power in 
every word and a greater freedom in 
every act of the Reformer.”8                     •
____________ 

1J.H. Merle d’Aubigne, History of the 
Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, vol. I 
(New York:  American Tract Society, 1847), 
pp. 418,419.

2J.A. Wylie, The History of Protestant-
ism, vol. I (New York: Cassell and Company, 
Ltd., n.d.), pp. 292,29.

3Ibid., p. 296.
41 Corinthians 3:11.
51 Peter 2:4-6.
6Ibid., p. 298
7Ibid.
8Ibid., p. 299.
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“The combatants at the 
one end of the hall fight 
for salvation by grace — 

grace to the entire 
exclusion of human right: 

salvation of God. The 
combatants at the other 
end fight for salvation by 

works, a salvation 
beginning in man’s own 
efforts and good works, 

and these efforts and 
good works running along 

the whole line of 
operation; and though 
they attract to them 

supernatural grace, and 
make it their yoke-fellow 
as it were, yet themselves 

substantially and 
meritoriously do the work. 
This is salvation of man.”

J.A. Wylie
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T he death of Billy Graham 
at the age of 99 is the 
passing of one of the 
most well-known reli-
gious figures of the last 

hundred years in America. From ev-
ery conceivable source, praise is 
flowing for a figure who seems uni-
versally admired and whose life 
seems to be remembered as an unin-
terrupted march of faithful Christian 
testimony. His books are numerous, 
and his public appearances at vari-
ous evangelistic crusades during his 
long career made Billy Graham a fig-
ure whose voice and physical pres-
ence commanded ready recognition 
around the world. We add our con-
dolences to the members of the Gra-
ham family as they mourn the death 
of one who was dear to them.

But like the displays of the Billy 
Graham Library and Museum in Char-
lotte, NC, the extensive reviews of 
Graham’s long life and career reveal 
significant omissions of key events 
that suggest that Billy Graham was 
also a powerful threat to the historic 
orthodoxy and separatist practice of 
Biblical Christianity. As demonstrat-
ed in the 1957 publication A Minis-
try of Disobedience, a publication to 
which some members of the ACCC 
contributed, Graham’s introduction 
of ecumenical compromise into evan-
gelism, seen in the decision to open 
his crusades to sponsorship by liberal 
and modernist Protestant ministerial 
associations beginning with the New 
York crusade in 1957, showed that 
he was in lock step with the recently 
named religious strategy of the New 
Evangelicalism.

Graham’s early career during the 
post-World War II years reflected the 

influence he felt from leading Funda-
mentalists from the first half of the 
twentieth century. As late as 1950, 
Graham’s television broadcast, Hour 
of Decision, staged one of its pro-
grams in the newly constructed fa-
cilities of Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, SC. Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 

then the president of the university, 
appeared as a special guest in that 
program.

During the 1950s, as Graham’s 
appeal grew, he moved toward the 
strategic decision to make his cru-
sades’ organization teams more di-
verse ecclesiastically, leading to the 
1957 New York crusade, in which 
well-known modernists appeared on 
the crusade platform to receive Gra-
ham’s recognition of them as Chris-
tian brothers. In Reforming Funda-

mentalism, George Marsden observed 
that Graham’s new approach was 
“cooperation with a group that was 
predominantly non-evangelical and 
even included out-and-out modern-
ists. It also meant sending converts 
back to their local churches, no mat-
ter how liberal those churches might 
be” [Reforming Fundamentalism: 
Fuller Seminary and the New Evan-
gelicalism (Grand Rapids: Eerdma-
ns, 1995), p. 162]. For many Funda-
mentalists, this was the step after 
which they were not willing to sup-
port Graham any longer. Bob Jones, 
Jr., and his father, Bob Jones, Sr., a 
leading evangelist of the first half of 
the twentieth century, along with 
other Fundamentalist leaders, re-
buked Graham’s compromise openly 
and publicly and announced that 
they must separate from him.

The American Council of Chris-
tian Churches joined in that separa-
tion and observed the great harm that 
Graham’s new evangelical approach 
was bound to cause in the field of 
evangelism and in the ranks of 
churches that continued to preach the 
Bible. Some predicted that Graham 
would prove to be one of the most de-
structive and divisive forces in the 
history of American Evangelicalism.

His message appeared to remain 
the same, but as the years passed, his 
crusades began to introduce more el-
ements of the popular culture, and 
Graham himself began to speak of 
greater cooperation with a whole ar-
ray of what he called “Christian” 
denominations, including Roman 
Catholics. Eventually, he widened 
his view to include full-blown syn-
cretism. In a May 1997 interview 
with Dr. Robert Schuller on Schul-

Statement on the 
Death of Evangelist Billy Graham
by the American Council of Christian Churches

The legacy that the late 
Dr. Graham has left is an 
evangelical movement 

bereft of any unyielding 
theological moorings. By 

embracing the strategy of 
compromise with those 
who denied the faith of 
the Scriptures, he, like 

his new evangelical 
colleagues, did not 

influence the liberals to a 
more Biblical position. 
Instead, the liberals 

dragged Graham farther 
and farther from the 

message with which he 
began his ministry.



ler’s Hour of Power television pro-
gram, Graham agreed with Schuller’s 
view that people could be saved 
without any reference to the name of 
Christ at all.

During the years that followed 
the 1957 watershed decision, events 
continued to vindicate predictions 
by Fundamentalists that Graham’s 
approach to evangelism was going to 
lead to increasing accommodations 
to liberal Protestantism and to blur-
ring of the lines that separate Protes-
tantism from Roman Catholicism. In 

receiving an honorary degree in 1967 
from Belmont Abbey College, a Ro-
man Catholic institution near Gra-
ham’s North Carolina home, the 
evangelist said of the gospel, “That 

gospel has founded this school, that 
gospel has brought me here tonight.” 
Two years earlier, the executive vice-
president of the college, Cuthbert Al-
len, wrote, “Billy Graham is preach-
ing a moral evangelical theology 
most acceptable to Catholics.”

The legacy that the late Dr. Gra-
ham has left is an evangelical move-
ment bereft of any unyielding theo-
logical moorings. By embracing the 
strategy of compromise with those 
who denied the faith of the Scrip-
tures, he, like his new evangelical 
colleagues, did not influence the lib-
erals to a more Biblical position. In-
stead, the liberals dragged Graham 
farther and farther from the mes-

sage with which he began his minis-
try.

Therefore, the American Council 
of Christian Churches, while joining 
in expressing sympathy to Dr. Gra-
ham’s family on the occasion of his 
death, must remain steadfast in de-
fense of the faith by urging the rejec-
tion of Billy Graham’s compromising 
strategy and the repudiation of his 
legacy of vacillation that has provided 
encouragement to those who despise 
the truth of the gospel as we find it in 
the Scriptures. We resolve to remain 
true to the position to which our Lord 
has called us — to come out from 
among those who refuse the truth and 
to be separated unto Jesus Christ.     •

Rev. Dan Greenfield (left), pastor of the Orwell, Ohio, Bible Church, is the 
Executive Secretary of the ACCC. Rev. David Mook, pastor of the Phoenix, 

Arizona, Free Presbyterian Church, is the current President.

Therefore, the American 
Council of Christian 

Churches, while joining in 
expressing sympathy to 

Dr. Graham’s family on the 
occasion of his death, must 
remain steadfast in defense 
of the faith by urging the 
rejection of Billy Graham’s 

compromising strategy 
and the repudiation of 
his legacy of vacillation 

that has provided 
encouragement to those 
who despise the truth of 
the gospel as we find it in 

the Scriptures.

The 76th Annual Convention of the American Council of Christian Churches was held from October 20-23, 2017, at 
Faith Free Presbyterian Church in Greenville, South Carolina.
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by brad K. Gsell

ommunications giant AT&T 
is presently advertising the 
second season of its Religion 
of Sports series, which be-
gan on November 15, 2017. 

It is offered on its DirecTV and 
Uverse satellite offerings. The ads 
describe the show: “From executive 
producers Tom Brady, Gotham Cho-
pra, and Michael Strahan, Religion 
of Sports takes viewers on a weekly 
global journey celebrating the tran-
scendent power of sports.”

When AT&T decided to renew 
the contract for a second season, the 
Huffington Post, February 10, 2017, 
headlined its enthusiastic announce-
ment: “BOW DOWN! AT&T Audi-
ence Network Renews Religion of 
Sports for a Second Season!” Writer 
Andrew Cristi quoted several of 
the principles concerning the show: 
“Filmmaker Gotham Chopra was 
also all smiles; ‘I’ve been a true be-
liever in the Religion of Sports for 
pretty much my whole life,’ said Cho-

pra. ‘That I found incredible partners 
in Michael, Tom, and Constance 
Schwartz, wildly talented collabora-
tors in my creative team, and a net-
work led by Chris Long to join my 

cult, has been the most fulfilling pro-
fessional pursuit of my career.…’”

In the same article, Michael Stra-
han, of New York Giants fame, was 

quoted as saying: “Our goal was to 
have this unique show serve as the 
bridge that connects the passion of 
religion with the passion of sports. 
Gotham Chopra, Tom Brady and the 
incredible team intertwined/meshed 
both beautifully during our first sea-
son. We look forward to getting start-
ed on season two as this has been 
such an amazing experience.”

The Hollywood Reporter was 
equally as enthusiastic when the 
show debuted in 2016. Lesley Gold-
berg, writing in the August 31, 2016, 
issue, writes: “The DirecTV and U-
verse network has picked up six epi-
sodes of the docuseries set to exam-
ine the unique examples of sports’ 
cultural and often spiritual impact in 
regions around the world.”

New England Patriots legend Tom 
Brady is quoted: “I can think of no 
better vehicle than Religion of Sports 
to share some of what I’ve learned and 
dig a little deeper into that feeling, the 
sort of spiritual experience that sports 
creates for players and fans alike.”

Strahan is also quoted in the Hol-
lywood Reporter: “To be a part of this 
project, Religion of Sports, brings full 
circle the things that I have learned as 
a child without even knowing that in 
some ways, I was having a religious 
experience. Religion of Sports will be 
the bridge that connects the passion of 
religion with the passion of sports.”

It has been said that things such 
as sports and music “transcend” 
human cultural and political differ-
ences. Yet, in this context, the word 
“transcendent” is used in a way that 
only belongs to God. Only God is 
above all His creation and our mor-
tal desires and amusements.

Isaiah 40: 25-26 says: “To whom 
then will ye liken me, or shall I be 

“A Way Which Seemeth Right 
     Unto a Man …”

C Sports, or anything other 
than Almighty God, as an 
object of religious devo-

tion involves a counterfeit 
and destructive “spiritual” 
experience which will lead 
not to life everlasting, but 

to eternal destruction. 
Solomon tells us in 

Proverbs 14:12: “There 
is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but 

the end thereof are the 
ways of death.”
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equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up 
your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these things, that bring-
eth out their host by number: he cal-

leth them all by names by the great-
ness of his might, for that he is strong 
in power; not one faileth.”

1 Timothy 6:15-16: “Which in 
his [God’s] times he shall shew, who 
is the blessed and only Potentate, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
Who only hath immortality, dwell-
ing in the light which no man can 
approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see: to whom be hon-
our and power everlasting. Amen.”

Sports can be an enjoyable outlet 
and diversion. Participating in sports 
can lead to better health and teach 

many principles — such as endur-
ance, working as a team, sacrificing 
to perfect one’s skills, graciousness in 
losing and so forth — that are use-
ful in leading a successful life. Sadly, 
however, it is indeed a religion to 
many people.

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 
10:31: “Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.” This would in-
clude any legitimate involvement in 
sports. But, the emphasis is on pleas-
ing God alone — not our carnal, 
selfish pleasure. Sports, or anything 
other than Almighty God, as an ob-
ject of religious devotion involves a 
counterfeit and destructive “spirit-
ual” experience which will lead not 
to life everlasting, but to eternal de-
struction. Solomon tells us in Prov-
erbs 14:12: “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.”

May we as believers evaluate our 
Christian walk against the plumbline 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT: Are you as committed to regularly being in church to offer praise 
and worship to Almighty God as these people are to cheering on their favorite team?

Rep
ro

d
uced

 as evid
ence: C

raig
 B

arritt &
 M

ike C
o

p
p

o
la / G

etty Im
ag

es fo
r Stella A

rto
is)

Editor: Brad K. Gsell
Associate Editor: Mark W. Evans

Redeeming the Time is a quarterly 
publication with the purpose of encour-
aging God’s people and applying God’s 
Word to the issues of our day.

Individual copies are distributed 
free of charge, but the generous dona-
tions of God’s people are necessary for 
this ministry to continue. Checks may 
be made payable to “Redeeming the 
Time,” and mailed to: P.O. Box 26281, 
Charlotte, NC 28221-6281. All dona-
tions are tax deductible.
e-mail: redeemingthetime@bellsouth.net

Sponsored by Publication Fund • Bible Presbyterian Church • Charlotte, NC

“For where your treasure 
is, there will your 

heart be also.”
(Matthew 6:21)

of Scripture. May our hearts delight in 
the worship of and obedience to God 
and His Word. As Matthew states 
so clearly and succinctly in chapter 
6:21 of his Gospel: “For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.”                                              •



Verse 16 says, “But now they de-
sire a better country, that is, an heav-
enly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for he hath 
prepared for them a city.”

Earlier, in verse 10, it says that 
Abraham “looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.”

We have been talking about Ab-
raham, but verse 25 of chapter 11 
says of Moses, who had all the luxu-
ries of Egypt at his disposal, that he 
chose “rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.”

This is the path that you in the 
Bible-believing churches of Peru have 
also chosen. You have not taken the 
path of prestige in the eyes of the 
world. You do not labor for Christ in 
big cathedrals, with plenty of money. 

You are not praised by the society in 
which you live. You probably are not 
given big honors by your govern-
ment. And, why do you do this?

Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 
5:9: “Wherefore we labour, that, 
whether present or absent, we may 
be accepted of him.” And then, in 
verse 14, he says: “For the love of 
Christ constraineth us.” We must 
each examine ourselves as to wheth-
er we gladly bear what the Bible calls 
“the reproach of the cross,” or do 
we grudgingly do so out of a sense of 
duty?

The Christian Walk

As we seek to walk with a rem-
nant of believers desiring to serve 
Christ faithfully to the end, there are 
several things which we must con-
sider. Most of us have probably 
known men or women who have 
been very strong in their knowledge 
of Biblical doctrine and have out-
wardly appeared to “earnestly con-

tend for the faith.” They are intellec-
tually very astute. Yet, when we see 
the way they live, they do not display 
the Christian walk so clearly de-
scribed in the Scriptures. You do not 
see them living a life separated from 
worldly sin. You do not see them 
helping others. You may not see 
them praying with the Lord’s people. 
You may not see the fruit of the Spir-
it in their lives — “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness and temperance.” 
Instead, you may see harsh criticism, 
backbiting, bitterness, envy, or lax 
morals. James tells us merely to have 
knowledge of Bible facts is not suffi-
cient. He writes: “Thou believest 
that there is one God [a point of doc-
trine]; thou doest well: the devils 
also believe, and tremble” (James 
2:19). Much more is required of 
those who would be in the faithful 
remnant of believers in the last days.

In the United States, we see peo-
ple who will literally sleep all night 
on the ground outside of a stadium, 
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Faithful to the end: 
“even So Come …”
Continued from page 1



just to be able to get tickets to a 
worldly music concert. You can usu-
ally see what excites a man or wom-
an, where their interests lie, how 
much they are willing to sacrifice or 
spend to get what they want. At the 
same time, we see people who say 
they can’t get out of bed on time to 
come to Sunday school or the wor-
ship service, yet you see them out 
very early on other days of the week 
pursuing the things that truly give 
them delight. Matthew 6:21 de-
scribes this situation perfectly: “For 
where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.”

We as Christians should say with 
the psalmist David, out of a heart of 
love for Christ: “I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1). 
Earlier, in Psalm 100, it says that we 
are to “Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto him, 
and bless his name.” Is that how you 
are each Lord’s Day? Do you desire, 
with anticipation, to go to God’s 
house to worship and praise Him, or 
is it a drudgery to you? 

If it is a drudgery, we need to ask 
the Lord to forgive us, and to give us 
a heart longing for Him. We need to 
be a good example to those around 
us. Over 30 years ago, we were on 
the island of Puluqui, in southern 
Chile. When Sunday morning ar-
rived, it was pouring down rain. An 
old, abandoned house, with a leaky 
roof, was the location for our serv-
ice. We heard the door open, and a 
young boy walked in. He had walked 
45 minutes through the rain, and 
was cold, muddy and soaked to the 
bone. We wrapped a blanket around 
him and made him some hot tea. To 
this day, I often think of the example 
of that young boy!

Psalm 100 doesn’t say that we 
enter in, and after the preacher says 
some nice things to make us feel bet-
ter, we experience a little bit of hap-
piness. NO! It says that when we 
ENTER we are to have joy and the 

entire focus of our heart and soul is 
to be on CHRIST and to worship 
Him. You will not find a place for 
the feel-good, prosperity preachers, 
or the crowds that follow them, in 
Psalm 100. The ENTIRE emphasis is 
on the worship and praise of Al-
mighty God.

However, to truly worship the 
Lord requires much more than just 
being faithful in going to church and 
singing God’s praises. Isaiah 29:13 
tells us: “Wherefore the Lord said, 
Forasmuch as this people draw near 
me with their mouth, and with their 
lips do honour me, but have removed 
their heart far from me.…”

The commands of Scripture as to 
how we should live really are not dif-
ficult to understand. Right before the 
“fruit of the Spirit,” which we just 
listed from Galatians 5:22-23, the 
Apostle Paul gives a long list of the 
things that a Christian is NOT to do. 
The whole Bible is filled with exam-
ple and precept of how the man and 
woman of God are and are not to 
live. However, this is not something 
we can do on our own. The “arm of 
flesh” will fail us every time. The 
work of the Spirit of God is the only 
way that we can walk as faithful be-
lievers.

1 Peter 5:8 says: “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may de-
vour.” Matthew Henry says of this 
word “sober” that the Christian 

must “govern both the outward and 
the inward man by the rules of tem-
perance, modesty and mortifica-
tion.” And, we are to constantly be 
on watch, like sentries in a battle, 
lest the old devil should come in and 
cause us to fall.

The whole Bible speaks of the 
mortification of the flesh. John the 
Baptist, in John 3:30, stated: “He 
[Christ] must increase, but I must de-
crease.”

Paul says of himself in Galatians 
2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.”

Paul also tells us in Romans 
12:1-2: “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.”

Some Christians like to get as 
close to the edge of the cliff as they 
can. Their emphasis is not on godly 
living, but rather asserting their right 
to “Christian liberty.” Indeed we 
must be careful not to go further 
than what the Bible teaches in declar-

Continued on page 10
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ing something to be a sin. However, 
Paul tells us in Galatians 5:13: “For, 
brethren, ye have been called unto 
liberty; only use not liberty for an oc-
casion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another.” Paul elsewhere tells us 

to “flee” from that which is evil — 
not to get as close to it as we can.

Some claiming to be Christians 
say that to follow the Biblical rules 
would be a life of drudgery, with no 
happiness. Surely, they say, a Chris-
tian is allowed to have fun. And, to 

that, I would say Amen! But fun for 
the Christian is not the destructive, 
sinful desires of the world. I John 
2:15-17 tells us: “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the world. And the world pas-

seth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will 
of God abideth for 
ever.”

Certainly, Chris-
tians need times of 
rest and relaxation 
in wholesome activ-
ities. But, I believe 
Bishop J.C. Ryle, in 
the 1800s, gave some 
very good Biblical 
advice. He said that 
entertainment should 
be treated like med-
icine. A little of the 
right medicine can 
be a great cure. But 
too much of it can 
be deadly. Interests 
and hobbies are a 
good thing in a well-
rounded life. But, 
above all, your pas-
sion should be to 
live your life ac-
cording to the Word 
of God.

For the true man 
of God, obedience to 
the Lord is our “rea-
sonable service,” and 
it is not a burden-
some thing. 1 John 
5:3 tells us: “For 

this is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments: and his com-
mandments are not grievous.”

I love the words of David in the 
Psalms as it regards the Christian 
life. The very first Psalm tells us not 
to walk, stand or sit with the wicked. 

But verse two says that the man or 
woman of God’s “DELIGHT is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night.” He 
tells us in Psalm 119:97: “O how 
love I thy law! it is my meditation all 
the day.” The man of God rejoices in 
the Scriptures. It is His consuming 
passion. It is where his heart and 
soul are drawn in the morning, and 
the last thing he considers as he goes 
to bed. And, the greater our sanctifi-
cation, as we grow in grace, the 
greater will be our love for Christ 
and His Word.

If we are to remain faithful to the 
end, as we anticipate the coming of 
Christ in the clouds, it is imperative 
that we walk as Christ would have 
us to walk. Colossians 1:10: “That 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in 
every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God.”

Sound Doctrine

We spoke earlier of those who in-
tellectually are very knowledgable of 
some of the finer points of doctrine, 
but yet do not live a godly life as de-
fined in the Scriptures. All of us prob-
ably also know those who are kind 
and helpful, and live a fairly “good” 
life, yet either deny the teachings of 
Scripture, or see them as unimportant.

We have ministers in the United 
States who openly say that they do 
not preach against sin, because that 
is negative. They believe that people 
with needs who attend their services 
only need to hear positive messages. 
There is very little Bible teaching, 
just talk of how to cope with the 
hardships of life and how to be “ful-
filled” or “happy.” These churches 
are often filled to overflowing and 
have millions of dollars. Paul tells 
Timothy of such a time in 2 Timothy 
4:3: “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears.”
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Jeremiah tells the Israelites in 
chapter 5:31 of his book: “The 
prophets prophesy falsely, and the 
priests bear rule by their means; and 
my people love to have it so.…”

Many today are so self-centered 
that they just want to hear some-
thing that pleases them. They want 
cake, ice cream and candy, but they 
don’t want the meat of God’s Word, 
which will bring nourishment and 
growth to their Christian life.

It is vitally important that we all 
be students of God’s Word, that we 
compare Scripture with Scripture, 
that we seek the leading of the Holy 
Spirit to “guide us into all truth.” We 
need to understand the attributes of 
God, the Deity of Christ, His virgin 
birth, His death on the cross, His 
resurrection from the dead, our sal-
vation by means of justification by 
faith alone, by grace alone, through 
Christ alone, according to the Scrip-
tures alone, and to the glory of God 
alone. We need to memorize God’s 
Word. David said: “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11).

Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 
3:16-17: “All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works.” Here, at the beginning of the 
list, the Apostle Paul tells us that the 
Word of God is “profitable for doc-
trine.” If we do not have a correct un-
derstanding of Bible doctrine, all the 
rest will be distorted and destroyed.

As the true Christian learns more 
and more of Biblical doctrine, our 
Christian walk will be more and more 
in conformity to God’s Word. The 
rest of these two verses state that the 
Word of God is profitable for “re-
proof.” It convicts us of sin when we 
go astray. It is profitable for “correc-
tion.” When we deviate from Scrip-
ture, it constantly brings us back to 
what is pleasing to God. It is profita-
ble for “instruction in righteousness.”

We never get to the 
place where we know 
all that is to be found 
in the Scriptures. Dav-
id, who repeatedly stat-
ed his love for the 
Word of God, and that 
he meditated in it day 
and night, nonetheless, 
as a seasoned believer, 
prayed and asked God 
to: “Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law” (Psalm 119:18).

In 2 Timothy 3:16, in one sen-
tence, the Apostle Paul sums up the 
balanced approach to the Christian 
life. You cannot have right doctrine, if 
you are not walking the path through 
life that is pleasing to the Lord. Like-
wise, you cannot walk the path that is 
pleasing to the Lord if you are not al-
ways learning sound doctrine.

In truth, the Christian man or 
woman who desires to be in the 
faithful remnant when Jesus comes, 
must be a lifelong student of God’s 
Word. The Spirit of God is our guide 
to understand the Scriptures, as well 
as to be with us in the process of 
sanctification as we become more 
and more like Christ, and less and 
less like the world.

Endurance to the End

The Christian man or woman 
must always have his or her heavenly 
home in full vision before them at all 

times. Paul saw it as the goal, the 
mark, which a runner focuses on 
throughout a race. But it is not just a 
finishing line. Paul calls it a “prize” 
in Philippians 3:14: “I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

At the beginning of Hebrews 12, 
which we read at the beginning this 
evening, the writer states: “Where-
fore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily be-
set us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, Look-
ing unto Jesus the author and finish-
er of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of 
God. For consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
in your minds.”
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Paul, in training young Timothy, 
told him: “Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3). With the 
many things that the world will do to 
persecute you, and even the unkind 
things fellow believers might occa-
sionally inflict upon us, we must “en-
dure hardness” for the sake of Christ.

If any of you have ever been in 
the military, if a fellow soldier were 
to say something unkind to you, 
would you pout and walk off your 
job in anger. Would you say, “I’m 
leaving and never coming back”? 
NO! You are not responsible for 
what actions others may take. How-
ever, you are responsible, before the 
Lord, for what actions YOU take. 
This applies to our fellowship in the 
church. Men will disappoint, deceive 
and betray — but as a “good soldier 
of Jesus Christ” you must carry on 
with the service Christ has placed be-
fore you. Never allow others to side-
track you as you “press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.”

If a fellow Christian disappoints 
you, you should think of how you 
have sinned against a holy God, and 
what Christ did for you, totally un-
deserved. When you keep that before 
you, it is hard to hold a grudge, be 
bitter, seek retribution against some-
one, and so forth. Paul commands us 
in Colossians 3:13: “Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye.”

In the United States today, the 
Christian foundation which brought 
blessing for two centuries is now al-
most gone. The hatred of Christian-
ity is bold and persistent. Govern-
ment leaders are inflicting religious 
persecution, even though our Con-
stitution says that they may not do 

so. The fundamental churches which 
flourished decades ago, are now 
mostly small, with the congregations 
struggling to be able to support a 
pastor and pay the bills. Even com-
promising evangelicals give harsh 
criticism of faithful Bible believers. If 
you take a Biblical stand that mar-
riage is between one man and one 
woman, you are called a “hater” or 
a “bigot” and people want to harm 
you. I’m sure you are 
experiencing some of 
these things here in 
Peru.

The worldly “doc-
trine” of this present 
age has little tolerance 
for the Word of God 
and what it teaches. If 
we are anchored in the 
Word of God and are 
obedient Christians, we 
will not bend the clear 
teaching of the Scrip-
tures to be more ac-
cepted by the world. No, we will 
declare, humbly but boldly, “Thus 
saith the Lord.”

The Blessed Hope

Those in the remnant that con-
tinues in faithfulness are not deterred. 
We are not discouraged. God prom-
ises us in Revelation 2:10: “Fear 
none of those things which thou shalt 
suffer.…” The end of this verse, 
which was the theme of the ICCC 
Congress in the Philippines in 2010, 
says: “be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.”

Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-18: “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one anoth-
er with these words.”

Indeed, Christians in all ages 
have been comforted and have car-
ried on their Christian walk in joyful 
anticipation of this blessed event 
which is to come. Titus tells us that 
we are to be “Looking for that bless-
ed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Je-
sus Christ” (Titus 2:13).

This Blessed Hope should moti-
vate all of us to live godly Christian 

lives to the very end. John admon-
ishes us: “And now, little children, 
abide in him; that, when he shall ap-
pear, we may have confidence, and 
not be ashamed before him at his 
coming” (1 John 2:28).

One of our beloved hymnwriters 
wrote:

Let us then be true and faithful,
     Trusting, serving ev’ry day;
Just one glimpse of Him in glory
     Will the toils of life repay.

When we all get to heaven,
     What a day of rejoicing that will be!
When we all see Jesus,
     We’ll sing and shout the victory.

Our Lord Jesus Christ promises 
us: “Surely I come quickly. Amen.” 
May each of us in this auditorium 
tonight respond with the Apostle 
John, from hearts full of joy and an-
ticipation: “Even so, come, Lord Je-
sus” (Revelation 22:20). “Ven: Señor 
Jesús!”                                             •
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SCienCe iS 
alwayS Right
Continued from page 1

a key leader in the “sci entific revolu-
tion” beginning in the 1500s. He stat-
ed concerning his scientific studies: “I 
was merely think ing God’s thoughts 
after him.… It benefits us to be 
thoughtful, not of the glory of our 
minds, but rather, above all else, of 
the glory of God.”

The Value of Science

Modern science owes its founda-
tions to Christianity. It was the 
Christian churches which founded 
some of the greatest universities in 
world history: Oxford, Cambridge, 
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and so 
forth. These Christians desired that 
their young people be given opportu-
nity to discover what was true and to 
be able to read and understand the 
Scriptures. This knowledge would 
help them live lives pleasing to the 
Lord — rather than empty lives in 
ignorance and superstition.

Diligent scientific pursuits have 
brought many wonderful discoveries, 
which have been a blessing to man-
kind. As the laws of God’s universe are 
unlocked to the human mind, we can 
see the wonderful way in which God 
created all things. These discoveries 
have saved many lives through medical 
advances, and have unlocked travel 
and communications avenues that our 
forefathers could never have fathomed.

“The Conflict Between 
Science and Religion”

Particularly over the last 100 
years or so, the great universities 
have fallen into the hands of those 
who deny God and His Word. We 
are often told of the “conflict be-
tween science and religion.” Increas-
ingly, many so-called scientists speak 
condescendingly of Christian faith, 
painting it as some mystical philoso-

phy outside the realm of “objective 
facts.” We are told, on the other 
hand, that science deals with that 
which can be proven to be true and 
thus any pronouncements from the 
“scientific community” are not to be 
credibly denied or questioned.

Many of today’s “scientists” do 
revel in the “glory of [their] minds,” 
and believe themselves to be all-
knowing. Like the devil, they have 
mistakenly replaced God with their 
human intellect. Isaiah wrote con-
cerning Lucifer: “For thou hast said 
in thine heart, I will ascend into 

heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God.… I will be like the 
most High” (Isaiah 14:13-14).

We are often presented with sta-
tistics which we are told are “scien-
tific.” The intention is often to shut 
down all debate. However, if studied 
carefully, conclusions are often drawn 
from such statistics which are neither 
warranted nor proven. Other “scien-
tific facts” often involve unprovable 
assumptions which are influenced 
more by secular philosophy than by 
simple, dispassionate scientific testing.

“Scientific” Militancy

In recent decades, the boldness 
and audacity of the “scientific com-
munity” has increased. Such scien-
tists as Stephen Hawking (recently 
deceased) have boldly declared that 
the universe was fully capable of cre-
ating itself through the Big Bang — 
that God is “not necessary” (see 
Stephen Hawking, The Grand Design 
[New York: Bantam Books, 2010]).

Those among the scientific elite 
have increasingly become more mili-
tant in their positions, often sound-

ing more like announcers on Radio 
Pyongyang than those interested in 
free inquiry. Accomplished scientists 
who do not toe the party line are of-
ten severely persecuted and punished 
by their “peers.”

Evangelical Capitulation

Some so-called Christians cower 
in the face of such assertions, and 
twist the clear teachings of the Bible 
to fit in with the latest “scientific” 
dogma. It is certain that we all “see 
through a glass darkly,” and may mis-
understand certain things. However, 
many who call themselves evangelical 
Christians now twist the words of the 
Genesis account of creation to the 
place where the plain meaning is to-
tally contradicted or obscured. If such 
dishonest contortions are to be ac-
cepted, then none of us can be sure of 
ANYTHING that is taught in the 
Word of God. This is so sad, particu-
larly when we see how some of yester-
day’s scientific certainties now lie dis-
credited on the trash heap of history.

Lest We Forget

We as Christians rejoice in the 
scientific discoveries which increas-
ingly alleviate the suffering of man-
kind. However, it must be recognized 
that no man is infallible or all-know-
ing. The effects of sin have made us 
desperately wicked, have blinded 
our eyes, and have greatly limited 
our knowledge and understanding. 
Even the best “scientist” is incapable 
of complete knowledge on any sub-
ject, and many things are beyond the 
possibility of scientific proof.

May we place our trust in Him 
who is the author of all knowledge — 
all science. When we see truth “fallen 
in the street” (Isaiah 59:14), may our 
reliance be on Him who will “guide 
[us] into all truth” (John 16:13).

May we always hold firm to the 
teaching of the Apostle Paul in Ro-
mans 3:4: “Let God be true, but eve-
ry man a liar.”                                 •

Even the best “scientist” 
is incapable of complete 

knowledge on any 
subject, and many things 
are beyond the possibility 

of scientific proof.



R
ecently, I had the 
privilege of visit-
ing and speaking 
in a number of 

churches in Peru and north-
ern Chile. Our first stop was 
in Lima, where the Rev. Dan-
iel Cueva pastors the Bible 
Presbyterian Church. What a 
joy to be with brethren of 
like precious faith. Rev. Cue-
va’s father and grandfather 

were leaders in the International 
Council of Christian Churches.

Please be in prayer for these dear 
brethren as they seek to be faithful to 
Christ in Peru’s capital city as well as 
all of Latin America.      —Brad Gsell

Bible Presbyterian Church of Lima, Peru
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We plan to feature 
photos of other 
churches in Peru 
and northern 
Chile in the spring 
2018 issue of 
Redeeming the 
Time.

 p
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Several of the regional councils of the International 
Council of Christian Churches in South America held 

their conferences recently. The two photos above are 
of the Congress of the Confederation of Evangelical 
Fundamental Churches of Chile (CIEF-Chile). At right 

is a poster advertising the recent meeting of 
CIEF-Northern Brazil.


