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 and the Church

One of the greatest gifts God has 
given to mankind is music. From 
Genesis  to Revelation we see that 
music was used in the daily lives of 

the people and in the worship of God.
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THE GLORY OF GOD 
Revealed in Jesus Christ 

by Jonathan Smith

This message was delivered on June 23, 2023, at the 21st World Congress of the 
International Council of Christian Churches, in Collingswood, NJ, USA.

L
et us turn in our Bibles to John 1. I am thrilled to be here at the 21st World 
Congress of the International Council of Christian Churches (ICCC). I rejoice 
in the stand that the ICCC takes “for the word of God, and for the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ!”

Recently, in browsing through some old documents that belong to my father, 
I discovered a picture taken at the ICCC Third Plenary Congress at Faith Theo-
logical Seminary in Philadelphia. My parents, Richard and Helen Smith, were there 



midst of the church in Hebrews 2:12 
(quoting Psalm 22:22).

The highest use of music is in 
the worship and praise of God

The commands to praise the Lord 
and worship him with instruments, 
and the many examples recorded are 
ubiquitous throughout the Scriptures. 
Praising the Lord through song is a 
daily and lifelong action of the believer 
in his private life and in worship. David 
writes in Psalm 146:1-2: “Praise ye the 
Lord. Praise the Lord, O my soul. 
While I live will I praise the Lord: I will 
sing praises unto my God while I have 
any being.” Psalm 150 calls on all instru-
ments and all voices — everything that 
hath breath — to praise the Lord! Psalm 
30:4 tells us to “Sing unto the Lord, O 
ye saints of his, and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness.”

The words of the Psalms and oth-
er portions of Scripture have held a 
high position in the hymnody of the 
people of God throughout the history 
of the church. Certainly the words of 
Scripture, sung in proper context are 
the very Word of God, and can bear no 
improvement. In addition, many hymns 
have been written by devout Christians 
through the ages, and have been a 
blessing to the church. However, all 
Christians and church leaders must be 
scrupulous to examine the words of the 
songs and hymns chosen to make sure 
they are true to the Bible, and meet the 
proper purpose in the worship of God.

In the New Testament, Ephesians 
5:19 and Colossians 3:16-17 are key pas-
sages. We see there that when we wor-
ship God we are to “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-
dom.” All believers are to join in singing 
“psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs” 
when we gather together in worship. 
However, it is not only the words that 
matter. Our singing is not just a ritual, 
but must come from pure hearts that 
love God, and it is to be directed to the 
Lord.

God despises singing and supposed 
worship if it is not truly coming from 
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in Genesis 4:21 that Jubal “was the fa-
ther of all such as handle the harp and 
organ.” Music has played a role in the 
lives of all cultures and civilizations 
since Creation.

Some of the great events in Biblical 
history are marked by music. Moses 
and Miriam sang after Israel passed 
through the Red Sea (Exodus 15), trum-
pets sounded at the laying of the foun-
dation of the temple (Ezra 3:10-11), Paul 
and Silas sang while imprisoned in the 
Philippian jail (Acts 16:25), the trumpet 
shall sound when Christ comes and 
Christians of every age are caught up 
together to be with Him in the air (Mat-
thew 24:31), the seven trumpets played 
by the angels in the book of Revelation 
will announce great events in the last 
days (Revelation 8-11), the 24 elders will 
play upon their harps in heaven before 
the Throne of God (Revelation 5:8). 
Even one of the official feasts of the 
Jews was the Feast of Trumpets. And, 
Jesus Christ Himself sang a hymn with 
the disciples in the upper room (Mat-
thew 26:30), and is said to sing in the 

With the secularization of our age, 
the continual advancement in new 
technologies, our interconnectedness 
on social media platforms that are not 
friendly to Bible-believing Christianity, 
and the failure of many to recognize 
the importance Scripture places upon 
godly music, Christian churches and 
families must be on guard as never be-
fore. We must look carefully at the lyr-
ics of our hymns and songs, as well as 
the instrumentation, melodies, harmo-
nies, rhythyms, and other characteris-
tics of the music itself.

God ordained the use of music 
in the daily lives of His people

For the Children of Israel, music 
was used in their daily lives for: joyful 
occasions (1 Chronicles 13:8), the feasts 
and festivals (Psalm 81:3), for the offer-
ing of sacrifices (2 Chronicles 29:27), 
calling men to battle (Numbers 10:9), 
celebrating victory (Exodus 15:1; Rev-
elation 15:3); mourning and lamenta-
tion (Jeremiah 9:20), to announce im-
portant events (Joel 2:1), to call the 
people together (Numbers 10:2), and 
for many other purposes. Even music 
for proper enjoyment and rest must be 
considered. Very shortly after giving us 
the account of creation, Moses tells us 
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“Praise ye the Lord. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

While I live will I praise 
the Lord: I will sing 

praises unto my God 
while I have any being.”

Psalm 146:1-2



a heart obedient to God’s Word, and 
dedicated to His service. In Amos 5:23, 
God told the disobedient Children of 
Israel that He rejected their sacrifices. 
He further told them: “Take thou away 
from me the noise of thy songs; for I 
will not hear the melody of thy viols.”

Motion in worship

The Old Testament speaks of danc-
ing for joy in worship on several occa-
sions. The New Testament is silent con-
cerning this. Movement certainly is not 
bad in itself, and is employed by many 
faithful churches around the world. No 
matter what culture or practice we 
have, our guiding principle must always 
be what we read in Psalm 96:9: “O wor-
ship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
fear before him, all the earth.” If move-
ment is in any way sensual or lewd, or 
if it mimics actions seen in nightclubs, 
bars, and any other ungodly circum-
stance, it makes a mockery of true wor-
ship of God, and is in opposition to 
such passages as 2 Timothy 2:22: “Flee 
also youthful lusts: but follow righ-
teousness, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure 

heart.” We also are commanded to 
“Love not the world, neither the things 
which are of the world …” (1 John 2:15).

Also, “performances,” where atten-
tion is drawn to the musicians, rather 

than to Christ, must be guarded against. 
Sadly, what our young people see on 
television and social media, presenting 
itself as worship, is often just a produc-
tion to keep people entertained — 
geared to making sure people continue 
to watch the show. The wide availabil-
ity of keyboards, with sounds and 
rhthyms of worldly styles of music, and 
distracting novel sounds, should come 
with some instruction about the pur-
pose of worship to those who will be 
playing them. This applies also to the 
great availability of musical sound tracks 
often played over loudspeaker systems. 
Biblical wisdom, discretion and tem-
perance should be used concerning the 
use of these modern technological aids.

Actions and practices which come 
from the worldly society around us, 
particularly that widely associated with 
the practices of the unregenerate, or 
modern emotional “worship” not root-
ed in Biblical faithfulness, must be re-
jected. We cannot preach solid Biblical 
truth, and use music and practices 
which contradict it. A pastor must use 
godly wisdom, gained from his diligent 
study of God’s Word and walk with the 
Lord, to lead his flock in these matters.

Music for Christian instruction

The Bible many times uses music 
for the instruction and warning of God’s 
people. When Moses lay upon his death-
bed, God directed him to write a song, 
and teach it unto the Children of Israel: 
“Now therefore write ye this song for 
you, and teach it the children of Israel: 
put it in their mouths, that this song 
may be a witness for me against the 
children of Israel” (Deuteronomy 31:19). 
It was for their present instruction and 
to convict them in the years ahead.

In Psalm 107:22, we are told: “and 
declare his works with rejoicing [sing-
ing].” Such music refreshes and renews 
our knowledge of God’s glory, in all its 
aspects, and is frequently employed 
directly in our praise of God.

In the New Testament, Paul wrote 
to the Colossian church that they should 
be active in “teaching and admonishing 

one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16).

Music used for evil purposes

Any good thing that God has cre-
ated can be perverted by Satan for evil 
purposes. Daniel 3:7 shows music in-
volved in worshipping a false idol: 

“There fore at that time, when all the 
people heard the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all 
kinds of musick, all the people, the na-
tions, and the languages, fell down and 
worshipped the golden image that Ne-
buchadnezzar the king had set up.” 
David lamented in Psalm 69:12: “They 
that sit in the gate speak against me; 
and I was the song of the drunkards.” 
Music was used for worship in pagan 
temples, and for various lewd and wick-
ed purposes — much as it is today.

From church history we learn that 
during the Arian controversy in the 
fourth century AD, the Alexandrian dea-
con Athanasius wrote that this heresy 
spread so quickly across the Roman em-
pire because Arius had put “his wretch-
ed words of irreligion into dissolute and 
loose metres.” People’s remembrance of 
the false teaching was magnified be-
cause it was wedded to music.
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God despises singing 
and supposed worship 
if it is not truly coming 

from a heart obedient to 
God’s Word, and dedicated 
to His service. In Amos 5:23, 

God told the disobedient 
Children of Israel that He 
rejected their sacrifices.

He further told them:
“Take thou away from

me the noise of thy songs; 
for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols.”

 If movement is in any 
way sensual or lewd, or if 
 it mimics actions seen in 
nightclubs, bars, and any 

other ungodly circumstance, 
it makes a mockery of true 

worship of God, and is in 
opposition to such passages 

as 2 Timothy 2:22: “Flee 
also youthful lusts: but 

follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace, with them 

that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart.”

Continued on page 4



Is any kind of music acceptable
in the worship of God and in the 
life of the believer?

Most will agree that the words to 
our songs are extremely important. 
However, some have taken the mis-
taken belief that the music itself is 
amoral — that what kind of music one 
chooses to use is perfectly fine at any 
time, and is completely detached from 
of any moral judment or constraints. 
When rock and other worldly forms of 
music began to come into the western 
churches in the 1960s, there was much 
opposition in many quarters. The only 
argument that the advocates of this 
music could muster was to claim that 

music without words is “amoral.” How-
ever, this faulty assertion has been uni-
formly denied, with few exceptions, 
throughout history.

John Calvin wrote: “There is hard-
ly anything in the world with more 
power to turn or bend, this way and 
that, the morals of men.… It has a secret 
power to move our hearts in one way 
or another. Wherefore we must be the 
more diligent in ruling it in such a man-
ner that it may be useful to us and in 
no way pernicious.”

Martin Luther, in the preface to 
the Wittenberg Hymnal of 1524, wrote: 
“These songs … give the young … some-
thing to wean them away from love 
ballads and carnal songs and teach them 
something of value in their place.”

Puritan commentator Matthew 
Henry observes: “[Those who listen to 
musical instruments] should feel them-
selves obliged to preserve them always 

free from any thing that savours of im-
morality or profaneness.”

It is clear from Scripture that in-
struments used, and the melodies 
played, have great significance and 
elicit specific thoughts and emotions, 
apart from any lyrics. The trumpets of 
victory were certainly distinguished 
from the harps used in mourning.

There are many occasions where 
instrumental music by itself carried a 
message in the worship of God. In 

1 Chronicles 25:1-3, Jeduthin and his 
sons played “with a harp, to give thanks 
and to praise the Lord.” Psalm 98:6 tells 
us: “With trumpets and sound of cor-
net make a joyful noise before the Lord, 
the King.”

When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai, he and Joshua heard a 
loud noise in the camp, which Moses 
discerned to be music. Joshua and Mo-
ses discussed the meaning found in the 
music, apart from the words (Exodus 
32:17). They determined just from the 
sound that this music reflected evil 
purposes.

In 1 Samuel 16:23 we read that, 
when an evil spirit came upon King 
Saul, David played his harp before the 
King. The result was that: “Saul was 
refreshed, and was well, and the evil 
spirit departed from him.”

Paul tells us in the New Testament 
that a trumpet must be played in a way 
that evokes confidence and authority. 
He also indicates that even the timbre 
of the different instruments, and the 
characteristics of the music played, are 
quite important. In 1 Corinthians 14:7-
8, he writes: “And even things without 
life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, 
except they give a distinction in the 
sounds, how shall it be known what is 
piped or harped? For if the trumpet give 
an uncertain sound, who shall prepare 
himself to the battle?”

Music of itself does carry meaning. 
For example, the tune for the hymn “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” is strong 
and solid — like a “foundation,” like “a 
bulwark never failing.” Whereas, “Spir-
it of God, Descend Upon My Heart,” is 
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 Make sure that all 
practices which 

accompany music in 
the church are godly, 
and will indeed bring 

praise to God. Worship 
should not place attention 
on the actions of man, but 
rather should be focused 

on the glory of God.

It is clear from Scripture 
that instruments used, and 
the melodies played, have 

great significance and elicit 
specific thoughts and 

emotions, apart from any 
lyrics. The trumpets of 
victory were certainly 
distinguished from the 

harps used in mourning.



a prayer, which is sung to music which 
reflects quietness, humility and spir-
itual introspection in a plea for God’s 
help. The tune for “Onward Christian 
Soldiers” is in a time signature which 
matches the com mon pattern of sol-
diers when they are marching.

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these 
things” (Philippians 4:8).

Conclusion

The International Council of Chris-
tian Churches, meeting in its 21st 
World Congress, June 21-28, 2023, in 
Collingswood, NJ, USA, calls on Bible 
believing Christians everywhere to:

 1.  examine the music they listen 
to in their daily lives in the light 
of all that the Bible teaches about 
godliness and holiness. 1 Peter 
1:15: “But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation.”

2.  only listen to music which will 
bring glory to God. Colossians 
3:17: “And whatsoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God and the Father by him.” 
One of the reasons many church-
es are using poor music, is be-
cause young people are not be-
ing taught at home what is good 
and wholesome. Rather, they are 

allowed to consume a steady diet 
of music which is carnal and sen-
sual. 

3.  study music, in light of the Word 
of God, to be able to discern that 
which is worldly, trite, sentimen-
tal and mundane, from that 
which is excellent, and a worthy 
vehicle for conveying godly words. 

The International Council of Chris-
tian Churches further calls on all Bible-
believing churches to:

1.  establish principles of music in 
worship which will lead the con-
gregation in genuine praise to 
God.

2.  choose styles of music which in 
any particular country or culture 
are not associated with sin, world-
liness, and popular secular art-
ists. Just as a faithful pastor does 
not compromise the preaching 
of the Word in order to attract 
an audience, neither should the 
motive for using any music be 
merely to attract the young peo-
ple, or for other pragmatic rea-
sons.

3.  choose music which serves as the 
best vehicle possible for convey-
ing the message of any given 
hymn or song. God has given 
Christians around the world a 
rich and diverse musical heritage. 
What might be best in one area 
of the world may not convey the 
same message in another place. 
However, all of these things must 
be taken into account, no matter 
what the musical norms may be 
in any given place.

4.  make sure that all practices which 
accompany music in the church 
are godly, and will indeed bring 
praise to God. Worship should 
not place attention on the ac-
tions of man, but rather should 
be focused on the glory of God. 
Pastors and other church leaders 
should be involved in directing 
all aspects of corporate worship. 
Those involved with the music 
of the church should be marked 

by godliness. Musical decisions 
should not be left to the discre-
tion of the carnal or spiritually 
immature. 

3.  train young people in the church-
es to sing the best hymns and 
Christian music at their dispos-
al. The judgment concerning this 
may be quite different in various 

areas of the world. Like every-
thing in life, it is usually best to 
dispose of the mediocre and in-
ferior, in favor of that which is 
best. All music should be well 
crafted. It may be very simple, but 
must not be trite and superficial. 
It may be complex, but must not 
be pretentious or confusing. It 
should be beautiful, but not geared 
toward entertainment and carnal 
desires. It can include great vari-
ety, but it must always be appro-
priate and subservient to the 
message to be conveyed.

May all things be done to the glory 
of God alone. Soli Deo Gloria!               •

“O sing unto the Lord a new song: 
sing unto the Lord, all the earth.

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew 
forth his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the heathen, 
his wonders among all people.”

Psalm 96:1-3
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All music should be well 
crafted. It may be very 

simple, but must not be trite 
and superficial. It may be 
complex, but must not be 
pretentious or confusing. 

It should be beautiful, 
but not geared toward 

entertainment and carnal 
desires. It can include 

great variety, but it must 
always be appropriate 
and subservient to the 

message to be conveyed.

 Just as a faithful pastor 
does not compromise the 
preaching of the Word in 
order to attract an audi-
ence, neither should the 

motive for using any music 
be merely to attract the 

young people, or for other 
pragmatic reasons.



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the International Council of Chris-
tian Churches rejects such sinful ab-
errations as our society increasingly 
presents as good and normal. These 
include:

1.  the destruction of all roles the 
Bible reserves for men and wom-
en respectively, such as father-
hood, motherhood, who is the 
head of the family, who may be 
ministers and other officers in 
the church, etc.;

2.  endeavors to blur the God-or-
dained differences between mas-
culinity and femininity;

3.  all attempts to change (“resas-
sign”) persons from the sex to 
which God created them to the 
opposite sex, by means of sur-
gery, medication, or any other 
means;

4.  the claims that there are many 
genders, with a wide number of 
variations on the spectrum;

5.  the introduction of a multitude 
of new “pronouns,” with the de-
mand, sometimes even by force 
of government, that everyone 
must learn these words and use 
them according to the dictates 
of each individual, no matter 
how untruthful these pronouns 
may be;

6.  all forms of sexual practice out-
side the Biblical position that 
mar riage is between one man 
and woman, as long as they both 
shall live.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 tells us: “Know 
ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idol-
aters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers of themselves with man-

kind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God.” These verses tell us that just as 
extortion, stealing, alcoholism, etc., 
are sins, so also are all deviations from 
how God created the sexes, and all per-
versions of sexuality.

Yet, Paul tells us concerning those 
who have come in repentance to Christ 
for salvation: “And such were some of 
you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanc-
tified, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). The Bi-
ble gives us the wonderful prom ise 
that: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness” (1 John 1:9). We call upon all 
who have been captured by these and 
other sins to come in repentance to 
Christ, forsake their sins, and look to 
Him for salvation.

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that the International Coun-
cil of Chris tian Churches, meeting in 
its 21st World Congress, June 21-28, 
2023, in Collings wood, NJ, USA, calls 
on Christians to reject the evil and un-
biblical philosophy and agendas pressed 
upon us by many in today’s world, and 
to study the Bible anew to bring our 
lives and our churches into complete 
conformity to all that the Bible teach-
es on these matters.                                          •
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RESOLUTION:

Gender and 
Sexuality

WHEREAS, God created all 
human beings as either male 
or female at the time of Cre-
ation (Genesis 1:27); and

WHEREAS, God gave very distinct 
roles to men and women, in every as-
pect of life, from the time of Creation 
(Genesis 2:18); and

WHEREAS, God ordained marriage 
between one man and one woman, for 
life, as the only permissible arrange-
ment in His good plan (Genesis 2:24; 
Mark 10:7-9); and

WHEREAS, adultery (Exodus 20:14), 
fornication (Colossians 3:5), homosex-
uality (Romans 1:27), polygamy (Mat-
thew 19:4-6), and all other forms of sex-
ual perversion are a sin against God;

WHEREAS, through Adam’s fall, 
sin passed upon all men, and we are all 
“desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9); 
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"Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people." — Psalm 96:2-3
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Rev. Hal Ricker, Guatemala



Happy 100th!
Congratulations to the Rev. Hal Ricker on his 100th Birthday! 

Pastor Ricker has been a missionary under The Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions for an amazing 70 
years! He is also the Second Vice President of the International 
Council of Christian Churches. A surprise birthday party was 
held for him during the ICCC Congress. He is here pictured 
with son Stephen, wife Juanita, and sons Samuel and Joshua.

Rev. Tiji Mathew, India
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on their honeymoon in August 1954.
About four months ago, my mother went 
home to glory, and my father is now 93 
years of age. But Jesus Christ is “the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

My assigned theme tonight is one 
of the greatest subjects in the world: 
“The Glory of God Revealed in Jesus 
Christ.” The founder and president of 
both the ACCC and the ICCC, Dr. Carl 
McIntire, spoke these words in August 
1958 at the 4th Plenary Congress in 
Brazil: “The Christ of the ICCC is re-
vealed to us only in the Scriptures. No 
name on this earth is so abused, so mis-
used, and so attacked as the name of 
Jesus Christ. Satan and his legions in-
tensify their attack upon Him as the 
age comes to a close.

“The name of Christ today is used 
to cover all manner of unbelief con-
cerning His person and work. The 
name of Christ is used on the banner 
of apostasy. Even the philosophy of 
Karl Marx is called the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. God’s people must constantly 
emphasize that it is the Christ of the 
Scriptures to whom we must appeal. 
The ecumenical movement uses His 
name. It even speaks of His deity, but 
it leaves the interpretation and under-
standing of that deity to all manner of 
‘thieves and robbers.’ Against this insult 
and this blasphemy to the name of our 
Savior, the ICCC bears testimony to the 
Christ of the Scriptures.”

Amen! It is in the holy Scriptures 
that we find the glory of God revealed 
in Jesus Christ! Our text this evening 
is found in John 1:14. The very first 
verse of this chapter states: “In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with 
God.” Then, in verse 14, we read: “And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Fa-
ther,) full of grace and truth.”

As we contemplate the glory of 
God, it is somewhat like standing at the 
base of Mount Everest and staring up 
the 29,032 feet (or 8,848.9 meters), in 
sheer awe of the vastness, the beauty, 
and the splendor of that which rises 
magnificently above and beyond us. 
And yet there have been over 4,000 who 
have climbed to the summit of Mount 
Everest. Some 310 people have died try-
ing to climb that great mountain.

But when we consider the glory of 
God, God’s glory ascends to an infi-
nitely greater height than Mount Ever-

est. And there is no one on earth who 
can scale that mountain and live to tell 
about it.

We might think we want to behold 
the glory of God and to live in his very 
presence. In Exodus 33:18, Moses ear-
nestly petitioned the Lord, “I beseech 
Thee, shew me Thy glory.” The Lord 
responded in Exodus 33:19-23, “And he 
said, I will make all my goodness pass 
before thee, and I will proclaim the 
name of the Lord before thee; and will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will shew mercy on whom I will 
shew mercy. And he said, Thou canst 
not see my face: for there shall no man 
see me, and live. And the Lord said, 
Behold, there is a place by me, and thou 
shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall 
come to pass, while my glory passeth 
by, that I will put thee in a clift of the 
rock, and will cover thee with my hand 
while I pass by: And I will take away 
mine hand, and thou shalt see my back 
parts: but my face shall not be seen.”

The glory of God is so great that, as 
sinful human flesh, we cannot see God 
face to face and live. In Revelation 1, the 
Apostle John, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, saw the resurrected, glorified, 
exalted Lord of Glory and he fell at His 
feet as dead! In our weakness and frail-
ty we struggle to comprehend His glory.

Beyond that, how can a mere mor-
tal begin to communicate to others the 
greatness of this Lord of Glory? The 
songwriter wrote, “O could I speak the 
matchless worth, O could I sound the 
glories forth which in my Saviour shine.” 
It is my prayer that God will open our 
hearts and minds to see a glimpse of the 
glory of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

When we speak of the glory of God, 
we are talking about the sum total of 
all the perfections of His Person and 
Work. His glory speaks of the manifes-
tation of His holy character. Your glory 
is what sets you apart from others.

For example, Jamaican sprinter 
Usain Bolt is regarded as the fastest 
man on the planet. In 2009, he set the 
100 meter world record, running it in 
9.58 seconds. Athletes from all over the 
world are constantly trying to run 
faster, jump higher, or lift more than 
anyone else in the world.

Man ever strives to achieve some 
kind of glory, in business and wealth, 
in power and position, in skill and 
achievement. The glory of God is what 
sets Him apart infinitely above all oth-
ers in all of His perfections.

Here in our text, John 1:14, we see 
the glory of God revealed in Jesus 
Christ. We see here:

1. The Glory of Christ’s Deity

Here, John, under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, gives this title of De-
ity to Jesus Christ. He is called the 
Word. The Greek word is logos.

Greek philosophers used this term 
to speak of what they called Reason, a 
guiding force or principle that orders 
and directs the world. But the Bible 
uses this word to speak of expression 
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— communication. God gave to us the 
written Word which reveals to us the 
Living Word: Jesus Christ our Saviour.

In John 1:1, we see clearly that the 
Word was God! “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” The Word was 
eternal because, in the beginning, the 
Word already existed.

The Word then is identified with 
Jehovah, the one and only, true and liv-
ing God — the One who alone is self-
existent, the Great “I Am” of Exodus 
3:14. This is the glory of the One called 
the Word: He is the eternal Son of God.

Verse 1 indicates that He is in some 
way distinguished from the Father be-
cause “the Word was with God.” At the 
same time, He is equal with the Father, 
because “the Word was God.”

John 1:2 reveals that the Son has 
simultaneously co-existed with the Fa-
ther from all eternity past. John 1:3 
reveals that the One called the Word is 
none other than the Creator of the uni-
verse: “All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.”

It is the Word spoken of in Genesis 
1:1: “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” That was Christ 
doing what no one else can do. Genesis 
1:3: “And God said, Let there be light: 
and there was light.” Again and again 
in Genesis 1 we see the phrase, “And 
God said.” It was the Word who liter-
ally spoke the world into existence. He 
created everything out of nothing. 
Only God can do that!

We see His handiwork in creation 
all around us: “The heavens declare the 
glory of God” (Psalm 19:1). Let us never 
forget that the beauty and variety we 
see in creation all came from Christ, 
the Word! He is God! This is the irrefut-
able testimony of the holy Scriptures, 
and the common confession of true 
believers in Christ throughout the 
world: Jesus Christ is God.

That truth of the Deity of Christ 
has constantly been attacked and ma-
ligned by those who are energized by 
Satan and his demons. The atheists 
deny this truth, the evolutionists deny 
it, the cults deny it, the liberal theolo-
gians deny it. But, those who have been 
saved by God’s grace know for sure that 
the Word is God!

The Deity of Christ and the Virgin 
Birth of Christ were truths upon which 
the ICCC was founded in 1948. We take 
our stand with Peter of old when chal-

lenged by the Lord, “Will ye also go 
away? Then Simon Peter answered 
him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we 
believe and are sure that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (John 
6:67b-69). What Glory we see in Jesus 
Christ as the very Word of God! 

2. The Glory of Christ’s Humility

“And the Word was made flesh.” O 
wonder of wonders, how could this be? 
The Lord of glory was made flesh! What 
an astonishing truth this is! Again the 
Greek philosophers spoke of the logos 
as impersonal, detached, and unap-
proachable, with no care or concern for 
the trials and sufferings of humanity. 

Oh how different is the true and 
eternal Word! “And the Word was made 
flesh.” In love, the Word came down to 
us to reveal to us everything that God 
is. He stooped, He condescended to us 
in our weakness, to identify Himself 
with us. “The Word was made flesh.”

There was a vast difference, infinite-
ly greater than the height of Mount 
Everest, between what He was in the 
beginning, and what He became at His 
incarnation! He was eternal God, Creator 
and Lord of heaven and earth. But He 
humbled Himself, as Philippians 2 says, 
“and took upon him the form of a servant 
and was made in the likeness of men.”

Hebrews 2 tells us He was “made 
like unto His brethren,” and was “par-
taker of flesh and blood.” 1 Timothy 
3:16 says, “great is the mystery of godli-
ness: God was manifest in the flesh!” 
What an amazing thing this is: that 
eternal, Almighty God would humble 
Himself and clothe Himself in the dirt 
of human flesh. He was born of a virgin, 
in abject poverty. He came into the 
world as a baby. He ate, He drank, He 
grew, He learned, He wept, He was 
hungry, and thirsty, and weary, “a Man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”

To all outward appearances, He 
appeared a man, but He was and is 
fully man and fully God. In His “real 
and proper humanity” (see the ICCC 
doctrinal statement), He “was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet with-
out sin” (Hebrews 4:15). He never fell 
short of the glory of God. He fully kept 
God’s law and thus displayed God’s 
glory by His active obedience. In His 
humanity, His glory was veiled, and yet 
His glory was there nonetheless. The 
Psalmist wrote: “For Thou has made 
Him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned Him with glory and hon-
our” (Psalm 8:5, Hebrews 2:9). 

3. The Glory of Christ’s Company

“And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us.” God, in Christ, came 
down to live with man! He is Immanu-
el, “God with us”! The word “dwelt” here 
means to tabernacle or pitch a tent.

There is a reference here to the 
Shekinah Glory of God from the Old 
Testament. The presence of God was 
manifested in the holy of holies in the 
tabernacle. And truly, the eternal Son 
of God is seen throughout the Old Tes-
tament. Jesus said “Search the Scrip-
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tures for in them ye think ye have eter-
nal life; and they are they which testify 
of me” (John 5:39).

In Isaiah 6, the prophet Isaiah saw 
the Lord, high and lifted up in the 
temple. The holy angels proclaimed His 
praise: “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of 
Hosts: the whole earth is full of His 
glory.” And, in John 12:41, John tells us 
that Isaiah saw His glory and spake of 
Him. In the context of John 12, the One 
Isaiah saw in glory was none other than 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This great 
and glorious God became flesh and 
dwelt among us!

In His incarnation, God identified 
Himself with us. Since Christ experi-
enced life on earth as a man, He now 
sympathizes with us. “We have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities” (Hebrews 
4:15). What fellowship we can have with 
our Saviour who knows what it is to be 
what we are, for He lived among us!

In the Old Testament, the Taber-
nacle was the dwelling place of God, 
the place where the glory of God was 
revealed. And, so now Christ, in dwell-
ing among us, was the revelation of 
God’s glory to us. God is not afar off. 
He is not watching from a distance. He 
has come very near in the blessed Per-
son of His Son.

4. The Glory of Christ’s Ministry

“And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His 

glory.” We have likened viewing the 
glory of God to the heights of Mount 
Everest. We could never scale the 
mountain of God’s glory. But “the Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory!” Christ came 
down to us and revealed God’s glory.

In that Old Testament tabernacle, 
the glory of God could be seen only by 
the High Priest, and only once a year 
on the Day of Atonement. But now, in 
the incarnation, God’s glory can be seen 
in Christ — “We beheld.” “We” here 
speaks of John and the other apostles, 

as well as other eyewitnesses of Christ, 
who not only saw Him physically, but 
believed in Him. The word “beheld” 
here speaks of gazing intently, observ-
ing closely. It refers to what they liter-
ally saw, accompanied with the spiri-
tual perception given to them by God.

The disciples were His constant 
companions for some three and a half 
years of His earthly ministry. John says, 
“we beheld Him.” They saw the glory 

of His mighty works. They were there 
at the wedding in Cana of Galilee when 
He turned water to wine. John 2:11 says, 
“This beginning of miracles did Jesus 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested 
forth his glory; and his disciples be-
lieved on him.” Again and again they 
saw His glory. They watched Him do 
what no one else can do. They were 
with Him in the storm that raged on 
the Sea of Galilee, but Jesus said, “Peace, 
be still,” and immediately the winds 
and the waves obeyed Him. They saw 
Him heal the sick, and make the lame 
to walk, and give sight to the blind. He 
healed lepers and cast out demons. He 
said to the paralytic, “Take up thy bed 
and walk,” and the man was healed. He 
fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two 
small fishes. He walked on the water in 
the midst of the storm.

They saw His omniscience: He said 
to Nathaniel, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree I saw 
you.” They saw His power to heal even 
those who but touched the hem of His 
garment. There on the Mount of Trans-
figuration, Peter, James, and John, saw 
the unveiling of His glory: His face 
shone like the sun, and His garments 
were as white as the light!

Peter wrote this testimony about 
that event in 2 Peter 1:16-18: “For we 
have not followed cunningly devised 
fables, when we made known unto you 
the power and coming of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when there 
came such a voice to him from the ex-
cellent glory, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. And this 
voice which came from heaven we 
heard, when we were with him in the 
holy mount.”

Peter goes on to say, in verse 19, 
that “we have a more sure word of 
prophecy” in the Word of God. Why is 
it a more sure Word of prophecy? Be-
cause God’s Word is the full revelation 
of Jesus Christ; and Jesus Christ is the 
full revelation of God the Father! Jesus 

www.rttpublications.org Summer 2023  |  Redeeming the Time 13

Continued on page 14

In contrast to our sinful, 
human depravity, we 

proclaim the glory of Christ. 
As the hymnist wrote, “False 
and full of sin am I, Thou art 
full of truth and grace.” But 

oh what glory it is to see the 
fullness of grace and truth in 

His work of redemption!



14 Redeeming the Time  |  Summer 2023 www.rttpublications.org

the bread of life,” “I am the light of the 
world,” “I am the Good Shepherd.”

He called men to believe the truth 
that He had come down from heaven, 
and that He was sent to do His Father’s 
will. He said, “I do always those things 
that please him” (John 8:29).

He called God His Father, making 
Himself equal with God. He called 
people to believe in Him and promised 
eternal life to those who did. He 
claimed that the Father has committed 
all judgment unto Him.

He warned of the fires of hell, and 
the judgment of God on those who do 
not believe. He said, “If ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins” 
(John 8:24). He said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me” (John 14:6).

We can speak of the absolute truth 
and purity of His life — who never 
sinned in thought, in word, or in deed. 
He was “holy, harmless, undefiled,” and 
“separate from sinners” (Hebrews 7:26). 
Our Lord was perfect: in love, in joy, in 
peace, in courage, in faith, in strength, 
in humility. 

Contrast Between Christ’s Glory 
and our sinfulness

We see the glory of Christ in con-
trast to what we are. We do not gather 
here today proclaiming any kind of 
goodness of the world. We gather here 
from all over the world, not with any 
misapprehensions of somehow repre-
senting the best in the world. We come 
together as believers in Christ, ac-
knowledging the truth of God’s Word: 
“For all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

In contrast to our sinful, human 
depravity, we proclaim the glory of 
Christ. As the hymnist wrote, “False 
and full of sin am I, Thou art full of 
truth and grace.” But oh what glory it 
is to see the fullness of grace and truth 
in His work of redemption!

Even in His death, we behold His 
glory. His was not the death of a crim-
inal, nor the death of a martyr. He was 
“the Lamb of God which taketh away 

5. The Fullness of Christ’s Glory

“And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
This One called the Word, whose glory 
we behold, is “full of grace and truth.” 
In Christ is fullness of glory. In His Per-
son and Work, the very attributes of 
God were displayed.

In Exodus 34, when God displayed 
His glory to Moses in answer to Moses’ 
prayer, He hid him in the cleft of the 
rock. Exodus 34:6 says “And the Lord 
passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth.”

In revealing His glory, God de-
clared His moral attributes to Moses, 
and so also in our text we find that 
Christ was full of the grace and truth 
of God. Grace is that unmerited, unde-
served favor of God. The Psalmist said 
“Grace is poured into thy lips,” and as 
Jesus preached and taught the truths 
of God, they “wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of His 
mouth” (Luke 4:22).

To the leper, He said, “Be thou 
clean”; to the paralytic, “Thy sins are 
forgiven thee”; to the demons in the 
maniac of Gadara, “Come out of him.” 
In grace, our blessed Lord proclaimed 
liberty to the captives. In grace we see 
His boundless compassion for sinners. 
He came “to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” But, He was also full 
of truth.

In truth, He spoke with the author-
ity of God. In the courage of truth He 
confronted those who were living in 
the lies of hypocrisy. In the zeal of 
truth, He cleansed the temple and 
drove out those who had made a busi-
ness out of worship. In truth and wis-
dom He answered all His adversaries. 
He always spoke the truth because He 
is the God who cannot lie!

He boldly proclaimed the truth of 
who He was: He was the Christ, the 
promised Messiah. He was the Son of 
Man from Daniel 7:14. He said, “I am 

said, “He that hath seen me, hath seen 
the Father” (John 14:9).

“We beheld His glory.” They saw 
Him raise the dead to life. Moments 
before He raised Lazarus, He said to 
Martha, in John 11:40, “Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the glory of God?” When 
Jesus called Lazarus out of that grave 
He demonstrated that He can do what 
only God can do: raise the dead to life!

The glory that distinguished Jesus 
was not that He was a good man, a 
moral example, or a notable teacher. 
And His glory is not as some claim that 
He was the greatest man who ever 
lived. No! Jesus possessed the very 
glory of God, because He was and is 
God manifest in the flesh!

In our text, we observe the unique-
ness of the glory that we see in Christ. 
“And we beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father.” Only 
begotten here, does not in any way in-
dicate Jesus’ origins, but rather it signi-
fies that Jesus Christ was God’s unique 
Son, His incomparable Son. Only begot-
ten implies that unique, eternal, Son-
ship of Christ. You see we can be the 
sons of God by faith in Him (John 1:12), 
but Christ is the only begotten Son.
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world, and even many who claim the 
name of Christ have rejected the glory 
of Christ, and actively seek to diminish 
His glory.

The World Council of Churches 
espouses social justice, gender justice, 
and climate justice instead of the true 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Ecumenism con-
tinues it’s deceptive and unholy efforts 
to bring together Christianity, Islam, 
Judaism, and other religions. Commu-
nism continues to plague the world.

They follow the religion of human-
ism. They praise the glory of man. But 
we proclaim the glory of God in Christ!

We reflect on the fact that Roman 
Catholicism continues to be a major 
source of false teaching around the 
world. As Bible believing fundamental-
ists, we must be careful that we not be-
come entangled in the ecumenism of 
the evangelicals today who seek to co-
operate with Roman Catholicism and 
the mainline Protestant denominations. 
Roman Catholicism professes to believe 
in the Deity of Christ, and to praise the 
glory of Christ, but at the same time 
they diminish and demean His Person 
and Work, by espousing prayer to Mary 
and the saints. The Bible, however, 
teaches that there is “one God and one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).

That is the glory of Christ! His 
glory He does not give to another. Ro-
man Catholicism teaches that salvation 
comes by faith in Christ plus the keep-
ing of  sacraments. But on the cross, 
Jesus cried, “It is finished!” We cannot, 
we must not, add anything to His “once 
for all” sacrifice for us! Hebrews 1:3 
says, “when He had by Himself purged 
our sins!” He alone “is able to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him!” (Hebrews 7:25).

The world mocks our Saviour. 
They despise and persecute Christians, 
even as they did to Christ. But the day 
is coming when “every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall confess that Je-
sus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father.”

power, when he had by himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high.”

And dear ones, we have the prom-
ise of Christ that He is coming again in 
power and great glory! We find in 
Christ, layer after layer of glory, and the 
layers go up far beyond the heights of 
Mount Everest! There is a richness and 
fullness and vastness to His glory that 
is above and beyond what we could ever 
express with human language. The 
hymn “O could I Speak the Matchless 
Worth,” which was referred to earlier, 
says in verse three, “ I’d sing the char-
acters He bears, and all the forms of 
love He wears, Exalted on His throne. 
In loftiest songs of sweetest praise, I 
would to everlasting days, make all His 
glories known, make all His glories 
known.” And it would take us all eter-
nity to make all His glories known!

We live in a day of increasing dark-
ness and evil all over the world. The 
need for the ICCC has never been great-
er. Apostasy and compromise have mul-
tiplied in an alarming magnitude of 
rebellion and opposition to Christ. The 

the sin of the world”! On the cross, He 
took our sins upon Himself. He fully 
satisfied the wrath of God against our 
sin. “For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in 
him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). On the cross, 
He dealt the fatal blow to Satan’s head. 
The veil in the temple was rent in two 
from top to bottom, indicating that the 
way was now opened into the very 
presence of God!

1 Corinthians 2:8 reveals that if the 
princes of this world would have 
known the wisdom of God in Christ, 
“they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory.” What a paradox that is. How 
do you crucify the Lord of glory? If you 
have one who is a lord, a mighty king, 
a powerful ruler, and you crucify him, 
he’s not lord anymore. He’s dead. He 
rules over nothing. And yet here is One, 
who though He was crucified, is now 
called the Lord of glory.

The world says that such a thing is 
impossible, but the reality is that Christ 
is the Lord of glory because of His res-
urrection from the dead. The world 
that hated and rejected Him did not 
know the Scriptures nor the power of 
God. They didn’t know that the largest 
stone in the world could not keep Him 
in the tomb. All the armies of the world 
could never keep Him in the grave. “All 
the demons of hell could not hold Him 
in the grave.” He is risen! He is the Lord 
of Glory! 1 Peter 1:21 says that God 
“raised Him up from the dead, and gave 
Him glory.”

Listen folks, there is glory that He 
had with the Father before the world 
began (John 17:5). There is glory that is 
intrinsically His as Jehovah. And then 
there is even more glory given to Him 
by virtue of His crucifixion and resur-
rection from the dead for our salvation.

Time would fail us to speak of the 
glory of His ascension, the glory of His 
exaltation at the Father’s right hand, 
and the glory of His intercession for 
sinners. Hebrews 1:3 sums it up: “Who 
being the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his 

Continue on my brothers 
and sisters in Christ! We are 

called to the praise of His 
glory. Stand true for Him 

unto that great day when 
we shall at last be gathered 
together around the throne 
of God, a multitude which 
no man can number out of 
every kindred, tribe, and 
nation. We shall with one 
heart, and one voice sing 

eternal praises to our 
Savior and King, Jesus 

Christ the Lord! “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and 
blessing” (Revelation 5:12).

Continued on page 16



Again, Dr. Carl McIntire said at the 
Fourth Plenary Congress of the ICCC, 
“The Christ of the ICCC is the living 
Christ. He is not the Christ of those 
today who would join hands to do His 
work with men who deny His deity. 
Our Christ does not cooperate with the 
devil to build His church. It is this em-
phasis and this loyalty in our hearts to 
the Christ of the Scriptures which has 
been blessed of God in bringing us to-
gether. This is the Christ who alone 
tonight we as a Congress and we as 
Churches would seek to glorify. He is 
King of kings and Lord of lords.”

Dear brothers and sisters, you and 
I who have been saved by grace are liv-
ing testimonies to the glory of God in 
Christ. “For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

O dear ones, may our minds be 
opened by God to see the glory of Christ 
and believe in Him! May our mouths be 
filled with praise for the greatness of His 
glory! May our hearts and lives be 
changed by His glory as we see Him re-
vealed in God’s Word, even as the apos-
tle Paul said, “But we all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spir-
it of the Lord” ( 2 Corinthians 3:18). And, 
may we by His power and grace declare 
His glory to the nations!

What a privilege and joy it is to 
gather together with faithful believers 
in Christ from all over the world, to lift 
our voices together in praise to the glory 
of Christ, to lift our prayers up to our 
heavenly Father in the name of Christ, 
and to preach the eternal immutable 
Word of God to one another in order to 
encourage and strengthen each other 
to stand together against the encroach-
ing advances of apostasy, compromise, 
and communism all over the world!

Continue on my brothers and sis-
ters in Christ! We are called to the 
praise of His glory. Stand true for Him 
unto that great day when we shall at 
last be gathered together around the 
throne of God, a multitude which no 
man can number out of every kindred, 
tribe, and nation. We shall with one 
heart, and one voice sing eternal prais-
es to our Savior and King, Jesus Christ 
the Lord! “Worthy is the Lamb that was 

slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing” (Revelation 5:12).•
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Reformatorisch Dagblad, a newspaper in the Netherlands, published an article 
on the 75th Anniversary of the ICCC on June 20, 2023, the day before 

the opening of the ICCC's 21st World Congress.


